
Why it’s important to march 
for a future that works on  
20 October
Five years aFter the banking crisis all the talk is of double dip 
recession and post-Olympic spending cuts. the standard of living 
has worsened for most people in this country, a trend that is set to 
continue. Wherever you look, the cost of essentials is rising. Wor-
ryingly, for every £6 of service cuts that have already happened, 
there’s still £94 more to come. 

this is the biggest austerity programme ever seen in this coun-
try, though figures show that the size of the debt and cost of servic-
ing it are low in historic terms. Moreover, recent figures have shown 
that austerity isn’t working – the deficit is growing since the private 
sector has provided neither jobs nor investment as the public sec-
tor has been cut. those jobs that have been created tend to be 
short-term contracts or part-time, neither of which will stimulate 
demand in the economy. 

to reduce the deficit we need a healthy, growing economy that 
generates tax income. instead, austerity has led to a vicious cir-
cle of decline. For the next five years or more, unless government 
policy changes, the economy will not grow, our incomes will not 
rise, but the cost of living will and there will be almost no new 
jobs. the ramifications will shape this country’s destiny for gen-
erations to come. 

this is why the tUC is encouraging the workers of britain to 
March for a Future that Works, saturday 20 October. in March 2011 
a million people took to the streets of London and “Marched for an 
alternative”. Over 5,000 firefighters were among them that day. the 
FbU is encouraging its members and families to attend en masse. 
thousands of firefighters on the streets will show the government 
that they will have a fight on their hands if they try and cut the serv-
ice, that firefighters will defend the services they and their families 
use.

between now and 20 October, branches will be working to build 
a large delegations. Whether you are a seasoned campaigner or on 
your first demonstration, help them out and encourage colleagues 
to attend. you could also sign the pledge to attend via the Future 
that Works website. this can be viewed through a link on the re-
gional site.

Ben Sprung, Organiser, London Region FBU

Students must fight
stUdents are OFten tOLd that they are the next generation of 
leaders. although the days of a university education guaranteeing 
us a place in the elite are long gone, there remains some truth in 
this statement. as young people, society is ours to inherit. how-
ever, the question of what kind of society will be left to us hangs 
in the balance. students were one of the first groups attacked by 
the tories. scrapping the eMa scheme that helped poor young 
people go to college and tripling tuition fees were some of their 

first acts. Forced through against huge resistance these policies 
are now damaging an entire generation. Furthermore, for our sin 
of being young at a time of economic crisis we are punished with 
unemployment rates well above the national average, with one mil-
lion people our age looking for work. going to university no longer 
carries the surety of a good job, with 20% of recent graduates 
unemployed. 

austerity has pushed us in to a double dip recession, prolonging 
the crisis for most of us while pay packets for CeOs have increased 
50%. When we are able to find work upon graduation we are faced 
with falling wages and living standards.

all of this facilitated by the broken promises of the Liberal 
democrats, who courted the student vote only to dramatically 
demonstrate just how little our votes were really worth. yet none 
of this need be. it falls to us to build an alternative: a society 
where education is a right and not a privilege, where healthcare 
is publicly owned and free. a society where our needs can be 
met and opportunities beyond the dole queue await us. We can 
choose what we want our future to look like. but we will have to 
fight for it. 

On 20 October hundreds of thousands of trade unionists, pen-
sioners and disabled people will be marching for that alternative. if 
we want to inherit a society other than tory britain then we should 
be marching too.

Ross Speer, LSE student

No fees, no market in  
higher education
staFF and stUdents in higher education will be marching on  
20 October to defend public services and education. 

the Condem policy of hiking tuition fees and allowing universi-
ties to charge £9,000 a year is now biting. in england, one in seven 
students are missing, presumed lost to the market. some 54,000 
fewer students enrolled in 2012 than in 2011. 

Colleges and courses are hit, but some are hit harder than oth-
ers. even the most prestigious universities have courses which 
attracted no students. London Metropolitan University is purging 
three quarters of its courses, with its management preferring to 
engage in business deals and prepare for privatisation rather than 
bother with providing teaching. this was what lay behind the Uk 
border agency’s much publicised removal of the university’s right 
to recruit overseas students.

We have to fight back. We object to education being treated as 
a privilege, available to the highest bidder. We object to working 
class children being priced out of education, and we object to young 
people being permanently indebted to the state.

education is necessary because it allows people to improve 
themselves but also because a free society depends on it; neces-
sary because we want our doctors, our engineers and our school-
teachers to be properly skilled, and necessary because the alterna-
tive – epitomised by the silver spoon-fed bullingdon boy Cabinet 
– is ignorance.

Sean Wallis, Branch Secretary, UCL UCU
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Assemble 11.00am Saturday 20 October
Malet Street outside Senate House WC1E 7HU Tube Goodge Street 
Station • March via Lincoln’s Inn Fields to join the TUC demonstration 
at the Embankment and rally at Hyde Park • Called by Camden 
Trades Council Camden UNISON Camden NUT Holborn & St Pancras 
Constituency Labour Party Camden United Against Cuts

We are marching AGAINST • service 
closures and privatisation • job 
cuts • pay freezes for millions and 
bonuses for bankers • attacks on 
disabled people’s benefits • tax cuts 
for the rich • We are marching FOR

A FUTURE  
THAT WORKS!

camdentradescouncil.com  camdenunited.org.uk
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Camden United against Cuts has been 

campaigning with Camden trades Council, the 

borough’s largest unions (UnisOn and the nUt) 

and holborn & st Pancras Constituency Labour 

Party to build for a massive turnout from local 

workers and residents for the tUC march on 

20 October. We firmly believe that the cuts are 

not necessary and are driven by an ideological 

commitment to shrink the welfare state and 

squeeze the public sector, while accelerating 

privatisation. britain is the world’s seventh 

wealthiest country, but the richest 10% of the 

population own 50% of all personal wealth, and 

even this year, bankers have awarded themselves 

over £7 billion in bonuses. We have produced this 

newsletter to give voice to the views of several 

Camden trade unionists and campaigners, united 

in a determination that 20 October will start to 

turn the tide against the tory-led coalition and 

mark a major step towards building a ‘future that 

works’ for the vast majority of us. 

 Camden United Against Cuts

Respect for all: employed  
and unemployed, able-bodied 
and disabled 
the gOvernMent CLaiMs that it wants to end a so-called 
“something for nothing culture”. if that were so, then it would start 
with bringing those same corporations and companies to heel (yes 
atos/g4s we are looking at you!), demanding more public money to 
provide a shoddy service.

i am going to be on the 20 October March for the alternative 
demonstration, organised by the tUC, because i believe that people 
should be valued and treated with dignity.
l respect for the work people do in both private and public sec-
tors needs to be restored. We are not begging for sympathy, we are 
demanding that workers have their rightful share including properly 
funded public services, affordable housing, taking profit out of edu-
cation, health and transport
l  an end to the continued denigration, harassment and vilification 

of the disabled, the long-term unemployed/underemployed, single 
parent families.

to paraphrase, i hold all of the above “to be self-evident truths, 
that all men/women are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their creator with certain unalienable rights that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of happiness”.

Floyd Codlin, PCS Branch Secretary, British Library

We demonstrate to fight for  
the alternative
the CUts being Made by the Condem government are an ideo-
logical attack on working people; the tories are using the economic 
crises as an excuse to say that institutions that we have fought for 
are unaffordable. this is a lie. behind the cuts lies the aim of pri-
vatising these institutions, such as the nhs, to companies that will 
put profits before people, be they workers or service users. 

the demonstration on 20 October is the next step in saying there 
is an alternative possible and that we represent the “big society”, 
not Cameron and his millionaire cronies. On this day hundreds of 
thousands of people will link their various struggles and form one 
voice in opposition to the millionaire government’s agenda. how-
ever, to get this result will require organisation and members of 
gMb holborn will be discussing how best to achieve this result by 
meeting with other trade unionists and community organisations in 
the coming months and we invite everyone to join us. 

Matt Saywell, GMB Branch Secretary and GMB London 
Regional Council

Council cuts: death knell for  
local democracy
by sPring 2014 CaMden COUnCiL will have axed well over 900 
full-time equivalent jobs. Meanwhile for the vast majority still in work 
pay remains frozen for the third straight year, eroding in real terms 
by at least 13% since 2009. in addition, Camden employees face 
the prospect of longer hours and performance-related pay.

Of course, council workers with supposedly “gold-plated” pen-
sions with at least the chance of early retirement at 55 may not 
evoke much sympathy. but the cruel reality is that the cuts are also 
hitting long-standing and vital services hard:
l From 31 august the Council’s own award-winning play service 
closed completely
l Millions have been slashed from adult social care budgets, with 
day centres and luncheon clubs for isolated older people ceasing to 
operate
l regent’s Park Library will close from next spring.

and under the current Coalition the cuts are set to continue well 
beyond 2014, eating away at the fabric of social welfare provision and 
further undermining the role of local authorities. Lurking behind these 
cuts is an agenda for still more outsourcing and privatisation of public 
services that is spelled out in the government’s Localism act. 

Outsourcing all too often means a worse service for the public 
and a race to the bottom for the workforce, as highlighted by the 
case of dementia homecare, where workers’ wages have been 
slashed by 25%, and the courageous fight of traffic wardens in 
UnisOn on the nsL parking contract, who desperately need some-
thing better than £8.09 an hour and a basic 42.5 hour working 
week. 

against this background Camden UnisOn urges its members, 
other trade unionists and local residents across the borough to 
swell the ranks on both our local march and on the tUC demonstra-
tion on 20 October. We must make sure that the day of protest 
marks the real beginning of much more serious and sustained re-
sistance to the Coalition's agenda in the form of coordinated indus-
trial action up to and including a general strike.

George Binette, Branch Secretary Camden Unison;
Chair, Camden Trades Council

Vicious attacks on disabled:  
stop the scapegoating 
FOr disabLed PeOPLe everyWhere this demonstration is of the 
utmost importance. We have been right at the front of the firing 
line when it has come to cuts, withdrawal of services and vicious 
propaganda.

When david Cameron came to power he made much of his own 
life experience, the loss of a disabled child, to explain how much 
he understood the challenges disabled people face. talk, however, 
is cheap and the actions of this government show that they have 
no understanding of the lives we live at all. instead the government 
has inspired media campaigns against “fraudulent disability claim-
ants’” portraying us as spongers, scroungers and people who need 
to be “got off the merry go round of benefits dependency”.

if you ever wanted the contrast highlighted then nothing could 
have been more disgusting than atOs, the private company that is 
currently terrorising sick and disabled people, sponsoring the Para-
lympics. atOs has been paid £300 million by the government to 
put 11,000 sick and disabled people a week through an inhumane 
testing programme, before deciding whether they should have their 
benefits.

ian duncan smith, the cabinet minister responsible for welfare 
benefits, stated that he believed that approximately 500,000 cur-
rent claimants of disability Living allowance will not be eligible for 
the new Personal independence Payment, thus saving an estimated 
at £2.24 billion annually. 

1thus a benefit that has been crucial for disabled people to live 
independent lives, and to cope with the extra costs often associ-
ated with living with impairments, will be taken away from a large 
number of people.

On top of which, at a local level the social care budgets are get-
ting cut to such an extent that many people barely get the care they 
need to function, let alone lead independent lives. so it is time to 
stand shoulder-to-shoulder with all those affected by this govern-
ment’s policies, and say enough is enough!

Pat Stack – longstanding socialist activist

NHS under attack –  
let’s unite to defend it
“i aM a PUbLiC eMPLOyee. i am not the problem. i am a nurse. i 
keep you healthy and safe. i did not cause the economic problems 
we have today. i did not crash the economy with ‘unregulated deriva-
tives’ and sub-prime mortgages. i did not accept bailout money and 
then give myself multi-million pound bonuses. i get up in the morn-
ing and go to work. i live within my means. i work for the community. 
i aM nOt the PrObLeM.”

the above is taken from an excellent leaflet produced by my 
union UnisOn and sums up to me why we should all be marching 
in our hundreds of thousands on saturday 20 October. We are 
the 99%, to borrow the slogan from the Occupy movement, and 
our public services are under attack like never before. health 
workers everywhere are looking nervously at attempts by nhs 
managers in different parts of the country to impose worse pay 
and conditions.

this is my 30th year working as a nurse in the nhs. i have 
worked at the royal Free hospital, the Middlesex and now UCh. the 
nhs in this area has been my livelihood and something i care about 
and will fight for passionately. but for the first time in 30 years, i 
don’t enjoy my job. When this government of multi-millionaire bul-
lingdon boys tells us we must cut £20 billion from nhs spending, 
it’s time for us to fight. 

We have no choice but to protest – we want to support our union, 
but also show our leadership that we are willing to fight. the recent 
one-day strike by radiographers at the royal Free hospital, who had 
been asked to set aside one hour a day to scan private patients, 
shows how to fight. remember this government of tory toffs does 
not even have a majority – let’s give them an autumn of discon-
tent. the tUC passed a motion last september to consider calling 
a general strike… look across to greece and spain at the strikes 
and demonstrations in athens and Madrid. they should inspire all 
health workers here to say let’s make LOndOn 20 OCtOber look 
like Madrid and athens.

Janet Maiden, UCH Hospital Deputy Sister Haematology, 
Branch Chair and Greater London rep on Health Service Group 
UNISON (PC) 

Rail and tube workers will 
resist cuts
the COaLitiOn CUts are Making working people pay for the eco-
nomic crisis. the rMt is facing huge cutbacks in staff on national 
rail as a result of the Mcnulty report; leaked documents also suggest 
attacks on staff numbers on London Underground. We will resist any 
attacks on jobs and conditions, which we believe will affect the safety 
of our passengers. therefore, the rMt fully supports the tUC demon-
stration against austerity. an alternative to the anarchy of capitalism 
must be built. We call for a socialist alternative to cuts.

John Reid, RMT London Transport Regional Council Secretary

A FUTURE THAT WORKS SATURdAy OCTObER 20TH ASSEMbLE 11AM MALET STREET 
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